
Can we live on the strength                            JANUARY 2002    
and faith of 2001 for 2002?           
Rev. Saji K. Lukos  Text : 2 Chronicles 20: 1- 30 
 

Intro: The reason for the defeat of the Taliban was that they were evil, and also they dwelt on their past 
experience and victories over the Russians!  
 
2001 was a unique year w ith many interesting things happening includ ing the September 11th attacks in the 
US by the terrorists.  Since then our lives have been changed drastically - the way we think, the way we treat 
people, the way we travel and much more. Many things have happened in the ministry of RIMI. New 
missionaries were deployed, students were trained, and are being trained in five centers, and the Bible school 
campus construction started by faith, w ith two build ings nearing completion.  We faced opposition from the 
government and the religious rad icals, financial pressures, and much more. Yet we saw the glory of God in 
times of victories and struggles.  But, can we just live on the success of 2001? No! We need a renewed trust 
and commitment to God and his missions. We must be more committed in seeking God through prayer and 
fasting.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they w ill see God.” (Matt 5:8). In order to experience God’s 
greatness, we must have a pure heart.  Our motives must be right and align w ith God’s w ill and plans. Let us 
examine King Jehoshapat’s life and learn some lessons for the year 2002.  
 
1. War against our life and profession. The King Jehoshaphat faced a big army. The Moabites,  

Ammonites, and Meunites came to war against the King (v 1-2).  The world  hates us w ithout reason. 
Why? Jesus says, “if the world  hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belong to the world , it 
would  love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world , I have chosen you out of the world . 
That is why the world  hates you.” (John 15: 18-29).  The enemy attacks our lives in many ways such as 
hatred towards our cause and its operations, health issues, stress, lay-off, financial shortages, family 
struggles, d iscouragement, emotional struggles, and temptations.  As believers, how are we going to face 
these attacks? Are we going to trust on friends and families or counselors for relief?  They can all let us 
down and we can be d iscouraged. 

2. Inquire of the Lord and seek His face.  When the King heard about the approaching armies, he was 
alarmed, but he resolved to inquire of the Lord and proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The people came 
together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him (v.3-4). The 
shepherd is always pleased when the sheep return to him in troubles. This shows our humility and 
integrity of heart. Also, we notice here that if we are in the w ill of God, then He will inspire others to join 
in our mission.  

3. Do not be wise in our own eyes. The King could  have taken pride in the strength of his army and 
wealth. Rather he, along w ith the people, acknowledged they are incapable of fighting w ithout God. “O 
our God, w ill you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We 
do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.” (v.12). When we face struggles, let us approach God 
with humility and totally trust on his authority. Nothing is impossible for him; and everything is under 
his dominion. 

4. When we seek him , then he will fight for us. Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel and he 
told  the king, ªDo not be afraid  or d iscouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but 
God 's. Tomorrow march down against them. They w ill be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you w ill 
find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. You will not have to fight this battle. Take up 
your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord w ill give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not 
be afraid ; do not be d iscouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow and the Lord w ill be w ith you.º (vs. 14-
17) .  I was encouraged by our President's attitude towards prayer when we faced w ith the destruction in 
our nation. He declared a day of prayer, and asked all people to trust on God. Billy Graham talked about 
the unshaken foundation of the world- Jesus Christ.  

5. Patiently rest in him and see the victory. When he heard the Lord 's voice, he fell down and worshipped 
him along w ith his people. He acted as per God 's instruction. He encouraged his people to have faith in  
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MINISTRY  
        AT A GLANCE 
 
A. Objectives: 
1. Evangelism – 

Presenting clearly the 
claims of Christ by 
various means 

2. Discipleship - Church 
Planting among 
unreached people 

3. Leadership 
Development – Informal 
and formal training for 
church planting 

4. Compassion - 
Facilitating evangelism 
through community 
development programs 

 
B. Ministry  Statistics: 
250 Church Planters & 
       administrative staff in 
       14 Indian states 
100 Bible students in five     
       training centers 
4     Mercy Homes for  
       children in 2 states 
 
C. Goals for 2002 

 Church Planting 
1. Send out 100             

missionaries 
2. 20 church buildings 
3. 14 Evangelistic 

meetings in 10 
states 

4. Ordain 15               
missionaries 

 
Training 
1. Train 100 students 
2. 15 seminars in   

various cities 
3. A national 

consultation on 
discipleship 

4. Begin the first phase 
of our Bible school 
campus with plans 
to train 100 students 

 
Social Programs 
1. Expand the current 

Mercy Homes to 
house more children 
and facilities 

2. Start schools in 
villages 



Changing lives! Mercy 
Home child ren in Nagpur  

Thank you to those of you 
who are sponsoring.  There 
are still many left waiting for 
a sponsor.  Would  you be 
able to sponsor a child  for $20 a month? 

What is impossible with man is possible 
with God! Isaac was born and raised in Andhra 
Pradesh.  He was originally named Venkadesralu 
after one of the Hindu gods.  There are about 6,000 
people in his village of Vethullacheruvu and today 

only 30 of them are believers.  Most of the people in the village are tribal 
people and are considered as untouchable.  They worship many local 
gods and goddesses.  Every 3 years they must sacrifice 3 goats to their 
gods.  They make a batch of rice and pour the blood of the goats over it 
and then present it to their gods. 
 
Isaac used to drink and smoke and often got into fights in his village.  In 
December 1998, he had heart problems.  When he went to the doctors, 
they said  he would  need immediate surgery and it would  cost $2,000.  
As he had no money, he returned to his village where they waited for his 
death.  A Christian women came to him and shared the gospel and the 
healing power of Christ.  This woman felt compassion for him and 
decided to fast for him at his house for 3 days.  During this time, he felt 
something new in his body.  When he went back to the doctor, they were 
both surprised to learn that he no longer required surgery and need only 
some medicine that cost only 35 rupees (less than $1).  This experience 
led him to surrender his life to Christ. 
 
In 1999 he received baptism.  He and his family were the first to accept 
Christ in their village.  Through his testimony, many have heard the 
gospel in the village. Now he is a Bible student with RIMI, in Warrangal. 
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An enemy of Christ, now a friend! Munish was 
born and raised in a Hindu family in the Kulu d istrict 
of Himachal Pradesh.  His family worships many 
Hindu gods like lord  Ram, lord  Krishna, and lord  
Shiva.  His father is a Hindu priest.  Munish followed 
all of the rituals and trad itions of his faith.  He was 
against Christianity. 
 

Despite his strong devotion to his beliefs, he had no 
peace and was lost without joy and purpose.  One day he met a YWAM 
(Youth With A Mission) missionary who introduced Christ to him and 
gave him a Bible.  He was very impressed and touched when read ing the 
gospel and he decided to give his life to Christ. 
 
Today, his family hates him because of his love for Christ.  He is 
currently attend ing the Mission Ind ia Training Center in Mandi.  The 
school is about 2 miles from the downtown area.  The d istrict has about 1 
million people and there is only a handful of Christians.  He is very 
passionate and wants to return to his home d istrict and plant churches. 

Munish Kumar Nag 

 

This year our goal is to build 13 new church 
buildings. You can help us build a church hall 

with parsonage for about $5,000.  Will you 
help us?  

 Help Needed To Sponsor Various Projects 

2. Motorbike for Field Supervisors 

1. Village church for just $5,000 

You can help sponsor a 
missionary for as low 

as $30 per month. Will 
you adopt a missionary 

family?  

Johnathon and Satyavati  
Nag are serving the Lord in 
the Bargargh district in 
Orissa State as church 
planting evangelists. He 
feels a heavy burden to 
share the gospel with many 
other young students like 
himself. There is much 
opposition in Orissa and 
many churches have been 
destroyed and converts 
compelled to convert back 
to Hinduism. Only about 
3% of Orissa is Christian 
so there is a great need for 
evangelists and church 
planters there. 

“How can they preach unless they are sent?”  

3. Will you adopt a village church planter? 
(it takes $ 60-120 to fully support a missionary family based on the 

location and size of the household ) 

This is so crucial for a missionary leader. It allows 
him to cover many villages with his family, to 
encourage believers, and to visit other field co-
workers. It takes only $1,000 to provide one for a 
needy worker. Will you sponsor one?   
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A Wise Investment for the Kingdom! 
The one billion people of Ind ia can be reached only by sending out national workers to the villages and cities of Ind ia.  
This must be our number one priority.  Many young men and women are ready to be trained, but who will sponsor 
them?  A d iscip leship center for 25 students can be operated for $750 a month (this includes board ing, food, tu ition, etc.).  
Will you sponsor a training center?  Or you can sponsor a Bible student for just $30 a month. 

Existing Schools: 
1. Mandi, Himachal Pradesh 
2. Nainital, Uttaranchal 
3. Sambalpur, Orissa 
4. Nagpur, Maharashtra 
5. Warangal, Andhra 

Pradesh 
 
Plans for 2002: 
6. Siligur, West Bengal 
7. Bathinda, Punjab 
8. Jind, Haryana 
9. Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

Leadership Development – RIMI Training Centers in India… 
                                      And the new  ones planned for 2002 
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(Can we live on the strength and faith of 2001 for 2002? cont.) 
the Lord.  After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of His 
holiness.  They went to the head of the army, saying: ªGive thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.º  As they began to sing 
and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the army, and finally they were defeated.  The fear of the Lord came upon all the other 
kingdoms when they heard how  the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. And the Kingdom of Jehoshphat was at peace, 
for his God has given him rest on every side. 
 
So, friends, we do not know exactly what lies ahead of us in 2002.  I am sure that enemy will attack us in many fronts. But we need to 
be confident that we will not defeated because we trust in God, and turn our eyes to him. The battle belongs to God. Let us therefore 
recommit ourselves to seek his face w ith humility and holiness. Do not hang on to the strength of the past! Let us recharge our 
battery of faith and hope. *  
 



New Year Greetings from Mission Ind ia Adm. Staff, 
Nagpur 
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Saji’s Upcoming Itinerary 
Jan 6                    Kirk of the Lakes, IL 
Jan 10-13             RIMI board meeting – Phoenix, AZ 
Jan 17-19             Pastors conference – Orlando, FL 
Jan 20                  Riveroaks Community Church – IN 
Jan 29-Feb 2        Missions Conference – Lake Morton Community 
                             Church FL 

Umadevi Bhute 
Uma was born and raised in an orthodox Hindu family 
in Maharashtra.  She fell sick and was admitted to a 
government hospital in Nagpur.  There she met a 
Christian lady in her ward who shared the gospel with 
her and gave her a New Testament to read.  A local 
pastor also came and prayed for her.  She was healed 
and accepted Jesus as her Lord before returning home. 
 

In her village there were only a few nominal Christian families.  But 
she found another believer girl w ith whom she had fellowship.  She 
later had to leave her house because of her faith.  A pastor in 
Nagpur gave her shelter and d irected her to the MIBI campus in 
Nagpur for training because of her desire to serve the Lord. 
 
She is a gifted woman and graduated two years ago.  She has been 
serving in 2 villages as an evangelist and a  Mercy Home caretaker.  
Her parents will not care for her, so the Mission Ind ia family has 
become her new family.  We have been praying for a suitable 
husband for her.  God brought brother Luke, a successful village 
evangelist. 
 
On January 22, 2002 at 10:30AM they will be married in Nagpur.  
As per custom, the girl's family is expected to help the starting 
couple by provid ing marriage gifts.  Luke and his family have 
requested a motorbike and various household  items.  It would  cost 
$1,500 to purchase these gifts.  We are praying and asking for a 
special gift so that we may bless this woman.  It would  take only 15 
families at $100 to raise $1,500.  Would  you be able to help?  RIMI 
and Uma thank you for any offering you may be able to provide. 
 

Prayers 
1. Upcoming RIMI board meeting and banquet in Phoenix, AZ 
2. Saji's travels  
3. Mission Ind ia campus construction 
4. Upcoming Bible school graduations 
5. Uma's wedding in Nagpur on January 22nd, 2002 

Praises 
1. Saji's safe travels in various cities in Ind ia from 11/ 15-12/ 13 
2. God 's timely financial provision 
3. Missionaries safety in various fields and new souls added to 

the kingdom of God 
4. Two campus nearly completed without incident 

Richard Smithers 
I have been working with RIMI 
since May 2001.  Saji met my 
pastor at a friend 's house when 
he moved to Round Lake Beach.  
When Saji mentioned he needed 
someone to help out in the RIMI office, my pastor 
recommended me.  I enjoy helping out with the running 
of the office and working with Saji.  I know that my 
work helps reach the people of Ind ia with the gospel of 
Christ.  I have a Bachelor's degree in computer 
programming and enjoy working with computer 
software and hardware and anything electronic. 

Mission Field Link-an unsung hero! 

RIMI Banquet 2001 Photos 
 

Parents Rejected, God Provided 

“You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and or-
dained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” John 15:16  

The Lukos Family 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Cicero, 
IL  is receiving RIMI Partnership Award 


