
MINISTRY  
        AT A GLANCE 
 
A. Objectives: 
1. Evangelism – 

Presenting clearly 
the claims of Christ 
by various means 

2. Discipleship - 
Church Planting 
among unreached 
people 

3. Leadership 
Development – 
Informal and formal 
training for church 
planting 

4. Compassion - 
Facilitating 
evangelism through 
community 
development 
programs 

 
B. Ministry  Statistics: 
275  Church Planters & 
        administrative staff 
        in 15 Indian states 
100  Bible students in 
        five   training 
        centers 
4      Mercy Homes for  
        children in 2 states 
 
C. Goals for 2002 

 Church Planting 
1. Send out 100             

missionaries 
2. 20 church 

buildings 
3. 14 Evangelistic 

meetings in 10 
states 

4. Ordain 15   
missionaries 

 
Training 
1. Train 100 

students 
2. 15 seminars in   

various cities 
3. A national 

consultation on 
discipleship 

4. Begin the first 
phase of our 
Bible school 
campus with 
plans to train 
100 students 

 
Social Programs 
1. Expand the 

current Mercy 
Homes to house 
more children 
and facilities 

2. Start schools in 
villages 
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           April Trip Report 
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Over the years, I have grown to love and admire Saji Lukos. I have been gripped by his vision for Ind ia. I have 
supported the work of Mission Ind ia to raise up leaders, p lant churches and engage in ministries manifesting the 
compassion of Christ. It has been my privilege to serve on the board of d irectors for RIMI for some time. But it 
was just at the beginning of April that I was able to go to Ind ia for the first time to see the ministry "up close and 
personal!" 
 

Even now as I write, my mind is crowded with thoughts of what to share. It's not unlike that busy street in a 
small village in Southwest Maharashtra State.  Cattle and goats lounge around while pedestrians, rickshaws, 
bicycles, motorbikes, scooters, cars, and trucks squeeze and dart into any crease in the traffic, no matter how 
small the opening - horns blaring all around. 

 

I was in this town with Pastor S. M. Tendi from the MI office, Saji, Pastor 
Randy Pardue of Cahaba Ridge Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL, and 
Wassou (our driver). Pastor Randy's church had provided funds to build  a 
church hall for the fledgling congregation in this town of about 50,000 souls, 
and we were there to ded icate the build ing. The roof was on, but the 
plastering of the walls and floor had not been done, yet. 
 

MI’s model for church planting is simple, at least on paper!  A missionary is 
trained or recruited and deployed to an unreached field  where he w ill 
d istribute literature, engage in conversations, demonstrate Christ-like 
compassion, and establish home cell Bible Stud ies.  As God prospers, the 
growing group of believers w ill need a church hall in which to conduct 
meetings.  Within two to five years, the church needs to be self-supporting.  
Along the way, we pray that young people from the church w ill pursue 

Christian training and seek to become missionaries themselves. 
 

The church we visited is progressing reasonably well.  They sent 2 young men to the MI training Center who had 
just returned for their 3-month internship before being assigned to the mission field .  The biggest hurd le for the 
church planting plan is that bit about “self-supporting”.  As w ith so many of the MI churches, the church 
members there are barely able to support their families, let alone support a pastor; much less send out 
missionaries to other villages w ith any support! 
 

It was obvious that we need to provide the pastor and our missionaries w ith the means and skill to provide some 
of their own support.  It would  be great if one could  start some enterprise that might help others in the church as 
well.  In this particular case, there is an acre of arable land, so Pastor Randy hopes to raise the capital necessary 
to get a church farm started.  About $200 will buy the necessary implements, seed and fertilizer. 
 

Back in Nagpur at the MI Training Center, we had broken ground for the Technical Training Facility.  This 
build ing w ill provide classroom and workshop space to facilitate training in various trades – includ ing 
computers – so that our graduates w ill be able to assist their churches to become fully self-supporting.  These 
co m m u n i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t 
activities not only help the 
church to grow, they help 
mollify government officials 
who are less than favorably 
d isp osed  tow ard  Christian 
organizations. 
 

I pray that the churches in Ind ia 
can manifest the love of Christ 
through various development 
projects, bringing rich blessings 
to their communities.  James 
2:14-26 reminds us that genuine faith is marked by compassionate deeds.  Such visible love is a strong apologetic 
for the Christian faith.  Our Ind ian churches need to show ample evidence of genuine faith, and I encourage you 
to examine your own life on the same scale.   

Pastor Randy Pardue, Saji, and Pastor 
Joseph Manuel pray for a sick child  in 

the new church in Mazalgaon. 

2002 Graduating Class of MIBI in Nagpur.  Left - Bob Ancha;  Right - Saji and Moni. 
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April Trip Field Update 
Following is an update from the field  from Saji Lukos regard ing the 
group traveling in Ind ia during the month of April.  This update was 
sent on April 10, 2002 via email from Ind ia. 
 

à Moni, the team, and I arrived safely.  The MI staff 
greeted us at the airport. 

à Marcus Warner and Randy Pardue taught the 
students and some local pastors. 

à About 350 people attend the pastors’ conference on April 6th. 
à Over 750 people attended the graduation.  Bob Ancha shared 

stories from his life and challenged the students to be faithfu l in 
their service.  39 students received their d ip lomas and are now 
preparing to be sent out for three months of in-the-field  training 
before their deployment as fu ll-time missionaries. 

à Bob Ancha and other team members spoke in various churches on 
April 7.  The meetings went well. 

à Randy Pardue, Dennis Clements, and I went to Mazalgaon (about 
300,000 people) by taxi in the evening of April 7.  This is a 12 hour 
drive.  Randy and Dennis spoke in the church and Randy was the 
main speaker for the church build ing ded ication service.  The drive 
in the night was hard on all of us, yet God used us to call many 
local people to the Savior.  With the help of the Church at Cahaba 
Ridge, we were able to build  a beautifu l church hall.  On April 9, 
we came home after another 12 trip ± this time by jeep. 

à Bob Schill is working hard to provide detailed plans for:  campus 
bridge, technical facility, boy’s dormitory, and the staff apartments.  
Please pray for him as he works hard and it is very hot here. 

à Moni and I will leave April 11 for Delhi and then on to Nainital.  
On the 15th, we will go to West Bengal and then back to Nagpur.  
On April 25th, we will be going to Kerala. 

à Most of the team members from the US are now in various places 
teaching students. 

à God is doing amazing things here.  I w ish I could  put into words all 
that is going on here. 

à Please continue to pray for us as we are busy traveling and 
ministering to people. 

 

This year our goal is to build  13 new church 
build ings. You can help us build  a church hall 
w ith parsonage for about $5,000. Will you help 
us?  

 Help Needed To Sponsor Various Projects 

“How can they preach unless they are sent?”  

3. Will you adopt a village church planter? 
(it takes $ 30-120 to fully support a missionary family based 

on the location and size of the household ) 

Jonathan and Satyavati 
Nag are serving the Lord 
in the Bargargh d istrict in 
Orissa State as church 
planting evangelists. He 
feels a heavy burden to 
share the gospel with 
m a n y  o th er  you n g 
students like himself. 
There is much opposition 
in Orissa and many 
churches have been destroyed and converts 
compelled to convert back to Hinduism. Only 
about 3% of Orissa is Christian so there is a great 
need for evangelists and church planters there.  
Will you help adopt a church planter like 
Jonathan and his family for as little as $30 per 
month? 

This is so crucial for a missionary leader. It 
allows him to cover many villages with his 
family, to encourage believers, and to visit other 
field  co-workers. It takes only $1,000 to provide 
one for a needy worker. Will you sponsor one?   

2. Motorbike for Field Supervisors 

1. Village church for just $5,000 

Campus Appeal Update 
In our April newsletter, we mentioned the 
need for $25,000 to complete the front gate 
and wall for the MIBI campus.  The 
construction is completed, but we still owe 
$12,000.  We thank God, and our wonderfu l 
and faithfu l ministry partners, for the $13,000 
that has come in so far.  

 Is God asking you to help? 

RIMI Mailing Address Reminder 
As part of our efforts to be the most financially responsible with the 
money God gives us, the RIMI office was moved from Wheeling, IL to 
Round Lake Beach, IL about 15 months ago.  However, some people are 
still send ing us mail at our old  address.  Since the forward ing order has 
now expired, their mail is being returned.  Please note our new mailing 
address:  RIMI, PO Box 688, Round Lake Beach, IL  60073. 
 

Also, p lease check your mailing label, and if you find any errors, let us 
know.  This way we can continue to let you know how God is working 
in the land of Ind ia. 


