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God at Work in India 
Thank You for Joining with Him! 

Rev. Saji K. Lukos 
 

Henry Blackaby, in his book Experiencing God, challenges Christians, "Watch 
to see where God is working and join Him!." But one of the tragedies among 
God 's people is that, while they have a deep longing to experience God, they 
fail to recognize where God is at work in their lives and around them. Thus 
they miss opportunities to impact the world  for Christ.  
 

God is working unusually in the land of Ind ia amidst all kinds of turmoil and 
often you think that we are in the "last days."  My daughter Maryann and I 
spent about a month in various states of Ind ia encouraging our own team 
members and calling people to Christ. I saw God working in and through me. I came back so 
encouraged and determined to do anything to reach the lost by training young men and women.  
 

In this special ed ition of the RIMI 
newsletter I would  like to mention a few 
things that I observed, heard and 
experienced during the trip. We first 
flew to New Delhi to visit our Bible 
school in Jind. This d istrict in Haryana 
has 1,000,000 people but only about 73 
Christians. We rent a beautifu l large 
build ing from a respected Hindu man 
and he is so helpful to our work. He 
lives in another state, but takes care of 
the build ing well and he is happy that 
we use the build ing. The only cond ition 

is that we do not cook any beef or any kind of meat in the house. Initially it was hard to get students, 
but now 11 students are being trained under the leadership of Anish Krishnan, who is himself from a 
Hindu background, with a passion for church planting. It was a tough journey for Maryann and me 
traveling for four hours in a small car going through rough roads, but we were able to encourage the 
students and Anish. 
 

After Jind, I went to Raipur, Chhattisgarsh to teach about 200 people. More than half of them were 
gospel workers. I taught on the subject of Money Management. I presented what the Bible teaches 
about money and our responsibility, and integrated a clear gospel message into it. I told  the people 
that your finances will never be right until you have a 
right relationship with Jesus Christ. He must cleanse you 
from sins, and then you will be able to live by the Spirit 
to have a content and purposeful life. I heard many 
wonderfu l testimonies from people about how they were 
blessed by the teaching. They never had a teaching like 
this in their life and many asked me to come again and 
teach in various groups. One respected Christian leader 
told  me, "I was crying inside when I thought about my 
church and the believers." On Sunday I preached in a 
large church and many recommitted their lives to God. 
 

Then back to Nagpur to spend a few days with the staff 
to evaluate the various aspects of our ministry. God has brought some new staff and I was encouraged 
to hear their stories and commitment. I spent the next 2 days at the Mission Ind ia board meeting and it 
was wonderfu l.  (cont. on page 2) 

Saji speaking in Raipur 

The 76 students at the Nagpur Bible School Campus  
(currently 175 students are being trained in our 9 training centers) 

A few of our missionaries in the state of Orissa 

MINISTRY  
        AT A GLANCE 
 
A. Objectives: 
1. Evangelism – 

Presenting clearly 
the claims of Christ 
by various means 

2. Discipleship - 
Church Planting 
among unreached 
people 

3. Leadership 
Development – 
Informal and formal 
training for church 
planting 

4. Compassion - 
Facilitating 
evangelism through 
community 
development 
programs 

 
B. Ministry  Statistics: 
330  Church Planters & 
        administrative staff 
        in 17 Indian states 
175  Bible students in 
        five   training 
        centers 
4      Mercy Homes for  
        children in 2 states 
 
C. Goals for 2002 

 Church Planting 
1. Send out 100             

missionaries 
2. 20 church 

buildings 
3. 14 Evangelistic 

meetings in 10 
states 

4. Ordain 15   
missionaries 

 
Training 
1. Train 175 

students 
2. 15 seminars in   

various cities 
3. A national 

consultation on 
discipleship 

4. Begin the first 
phase of our 
Bible school 
campus with 
plans to train 
100 students 

 
Social Programs 
1. Expand the 

current Mercy 
Homes to house 
more children 
and facilities 

2. Start schools in 
villages 



August 2002 Leaders’ Retreat 
About 100 leaders from 17 states gathered in Nagpur for a 5-day 

retreat. It was a blessing! 

(God at Work cont.) 
God brought some new faces to the board who are influential in the land. We thanked God for his faithfulness especially for our prayer 
and financial partners. In that weekend, we gave ord ination for 5 missionaries.  
 
Sunday, August 18th we began the Leaders' Retreat for 100 leaders who came from 17 states. I said  to them that we came to FEAR GOD: 
F-Fellowship w ith one another, E-Evaluate our ministry, A-Admit our own sins and failures, R-Renew our commitment to God and 
people, G-Glorify God, O-Obey the teaching of God 's instructions and D-Divine intervention collectively and ind ividually. Yes, God 
met w ith us and we were changed! Those leaders who came so d iscouraged were lifted up. I taught on the life of King Asa (2 
Chronicles 14-16) and that we should  be a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12). Pastor PD Joseph preached from the life of Elijah and it 
was a blessing. We heard powerful field  stories from each leader and we were thrilled to hear God 's faithfulness. Thousands of people 
were drawn close to the kingdom of God through the hard work of these team members. They have many needs and I am so concerned 
about them. They look up to us for help. Thanks for the churches who helped towards this retreat. Then on to Orissa, to see the students 
and also to teach about 200 pastors and evangelists. People were liberated from their burden and pain in the ministry. I preached in a 
nominal church in Hirakud city and about 30 people accepted Christ as their personal Savior. The pastor, Tikkelal, now wanted to work 
w ith us.  He said  his organization had lost its vision for evangelism! Pray for this pastor and his family.  
 

Currently 175 students are being trained in our 9 Bible schools. More than half of our students come from staunch Hindu backgrounds. 
Today they are totally changed and determined to reach their own family members and villagers. Most of them now face intense 
persecution. A few of our girls are rejected by their parents and families, yet they are strong and have such a joy in the Lord!  One of the 
refreshing things to hear from a leader during the retreat was that he heard from at least 20 other leaders that, "there is no organization 
in Ind ia like Mission Ind ia (RIMI) treating everybody equal and like a family." This was so encouraging to my heart as I heard it one 
night before I went to bed so tired. This is our commitment in Ind ia. Again, thanks for holding the rope to do great things for God. 
Together we reap the harvest and enter into his reward.  Will you continue to uphold us in your prayers and financial support? 

Leaders taking a break... 

Maryann ministers in songs – 
she was a good team member 

with Saji! 

Nathaniel lead ing the worship 

The leaders enjoying a special song 
written by Pastor Nathaniel on the 
basis of Saji’s preaching from Romans 
12. He is challenging through the song 
to overcome evil by doing good and 
serving God with fervor and that we 
can always find hope in Christ. People 
really enjoyed the song and they sang 
with him. 

Dr. K. Rajendran, the 
general secretary of Ind ia 
Missions Association from 
Chennai, was the keynote 
speaker for the Leaders’ 
Retreat. He talked about 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  h e 
challenged the leaders to 
make the gospel relevant 
to the people of Ind ia. He 
a lso com m end ed  the 
leaders of Mission Ind ia for the quality growth of the ministry w ithin 
the last 8 years since its inception. Praise The Lord! 

Group photo of leaders in front 
of the Boy’s Dormitory. 

We spent many hours in worship 
during the 5 days of the retreat. 
W e  f o u n d  f r e e d o m  a n d 
deliverance during this worship 
time. One of the main reasons we 
gathered was to worship the Lord. 
Every evening the students from 
the Bible school joined  the 
meetings and they were blessed by 
meeting these leaders. 

 

This year our goal is to build  13 new church 
build ings. You can help us build  a church hall w ith 
parsonage for about $5,000. Will you help us?  

 Help Needed To Sponsor Various Projects 

2. Will you adopt a village church planter? (it takes $ 30-120 to fully 
support a missionary family based on the location and size of the household ) 

Anand and Rebecca are working as church planting 
missionaries in the Tigaon block of the Gondia 
d istrict of Maharashtra. God has enable him to plant 
2 fellowships in the area. There are a total of about 50 
believers attend ing the two worship services every 
Sunday. The Lord has put a burden in his heart to 
reach the lost people of Ind ia. 
 
Will you help adopt a church planter like Jonathan 
and his family for as little as $30 per month?  

1. Village church for just $5,000 

Anand and Rebecca Masih 
Mayuri, Ashish 



God is at work – Bible schools and the Nagpur Campus 

We need $10,000 immediately to purchase 
land for the Bible training center in 

Sambalpur, Orissa 

Orissa students studying 

Orissa students from Hindu backgrounds 

Nagpur students studying 
Nagpur D.Th. students in front of Schill dormitory 

Raipur students with the coord inator, 
John Singh 

Mission Ind ia administrative staff and 
their spouses 

Staff apartment 
This three-story build ing needs $75,000 and we are 

praying for partners 

We are committed to train young men 
and women to faithfully handle the 

Word to transform the world 
Keep remind ing them of these things. 
Warn  them before God  against 
quarreling about words; it is of no 
value, and only ru ins those who listen. 
Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed and w ho correct ly  
handles the w ord of t ruth. Avoid  
god less chatter, because those who 
indulge in it w ill become more and 
more ungodly. Their teaching will 
spread like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have 
wandered away from the truth. They 
say that the resurrection has already 
taken place, and they destroy the faith 
of some. Nevertheless, God 's solid  
foundation stands firm, sealed with 
this inscription: "The Lord knows those 
who are his," and, "Everyone who 
confesses the name of the Lord must 
turn away from wickedness."  

2 Timothy 2:14-19 

“A leader who 
develops people, 

ADDS – a leader who 
develops leaders, 

MULTIPLIES” 
John Maxwell 



Touching Lives One At A Time 
Pooja is a sweet, happy girl w ith an adorable smile. She and her family come from a 
Hindu background and are from the city of Nagpur, in 
the state of Maharashtra. When Pooja was three, her 
mother left her father to run off and marry another 
man. This left the children of the family alone w ith 
their father, who was a drunkard. He d id  manage to 
hold  down a job, but all his income went to buy 
alcohol. Pooja and her siblings were left mainly to 
their own accord, and their father neglected to buy 
them food and clothing and to send them to school. 
When Pooja was five, her father passed away. 
Neighbors took the children to Mission Ind ia, where 
they had heard the children could  be cared for. So 
after a rough start in life, Pooja was admitted to the 
Mission Ind ia Mercy Home in Parseoni, Maharashtra. 
Her sister Easwari, and her brother Arjun are also in the Mission Ind ia Mercy 
Home. Pooja is doing well in school, studying subjects such as English, 
mathematics, writing, and drawing. Best of all, Pooja is now in a situation where 
she is learning about the love of God and is seeing this love d isplayed by the Mercy 
Home staff. There are currently over 150 children whose lives are touched though 
the ministry of RIMI. There are still hundreds of poor and needy children who are 
waiting to be admitted in our homes.   

Will you sponsor a child for $20 per month? 

Buddhist Girl Now Trains To Be An Evangelist 
Vandana was born and raised in a Buddhist family in 
Maharashtra. Her father spent much time away from home 
looking for work so that he could  support his family. When he was 
home, he d id  not show her any love. She also had some problems 
within the family and all these trials caused her to fail her high 
school exams. As she was sitting at home, she became very 
depressed and asked questions about what is life, who has given 
it, and why should  she live. 
 
During this time a family friend invited her to a local church. The 
pastor of the church prayed for her and she was immediately 
healed both physically and spiritually. She had finally found the 

peace for which she was searching and accepted Christ as her Savior. 
 
While read ing Matthew 28:18-20, she felt a call to the ministry. Her family told  her 
that she would  be d isowned if she went through with this, but she d id  so anyway. 
When she joined MIBI, she was filled  w ith joy and found a loving family 
atmosphere. She want to finish her stud ies so that she can share the love of Christ to 
other people who are like she was. 
 
She asks for prayer that she w ill remain faithful to God, and for her family that they 
w ill be saved from their lives of darkness. 

Upper Caste Seeks The Truth 
Amiya was born and raised in a Hindu-Brahmin family in 
Bragarh, Orissa. His family is deeply rooted in the faith and 
strictly follows all the practices. One day a close friend came to 
his house and shared Jesus Christ w ith him and his family. His 
heart was changed and a void  in his heart was filled . 
 
He was at a Christian convention in Sambalpur where he met 
Pastor P.D. Joseph who advised him to go for training at the 
Mission Ind ia Bible Institute. God really spoke to him during the 
spiritual renewal meetings we held  there August 2-4, 2002. He experienced the 
touch of God on his life. He asks for prayer that he may stand firm in the Lord. He 
also asks for prayer for his family that they may come to know Christ as their 
personal Savior. 

Stories of God’s Work in India Praises 
- Saji's safe and productive trip to Ind ia 
- The progress of the campus construction in 

Nagpur 
- Provision for the ministry needs in the 

summer 
- Good health that God gave to Maryann as 

she was in d ifferent places in Ind ia 
- The new staff members of RIMI- Ray and 

Wilma Phipps 
- The new staff in Ind ia and souls reached for 

Christ 

Prayers 
- Upcoming banquets in IN, IL, FL, OH 
- Saji's trip to FL for preaching and RIMI 

banquet 
- For Dennis and Sally who organize the 

banquet in FL 
- Financial needs for field  ministry tools 
- Immediate finances for staff apartment 

completion – $85,000 needed 
- Upcoming trip of Saji, the Phipps, Fortney 

Team from Stonebriar church, TX to Ind ia in 
November 

Immediate Field Needs 
1. 1000 Bibles @ $2 
2. 100 Bicycles @ $60 
3. 20 Gas lanterns @ $40 
4. 10 Motorbikes @ $1000 
5. 100 Dhari (floor rug) for worship hall @ $30 
6. 20 gas stoves for missionaries @ $100 

Saji’s Itinerary 
9/ 18-22     Ind iana 
9/ 19          Banquet in Noblesville 
9/ 28          RIMI annual Banquet in IL at Bristol 
                   Court in Mt. Prospect (12-3PM) 
10/ 9-14     Florida 
10/ 11        Banquet in Tampa 
10/ 16- 22  Alaska w ith Rev. Mike Merriner 
10/ 25        Banquet in OH 
11/ 2-12/ 5 In various states of Ind ia w ith the    
                   Phipps and Fortney Team 

Food For Thought 
“I tell you that in the same way there w ill be 
more rejoicing in heaven over 1 sinner who 
repents than over 99 righteous persons who do 
not need to repent.”  (Luke 15:7) 
 
Heartbeat of God "You see the passion of God 
on the Cross when He sacrificed His only one 
Son for us. Many Christians do not experience 
God and do not understand the passion of His 
heart because they are not in a love-relationship 
w ith Him."  Saji K. Lukos 
 
Money- how we spend it? Two scientists were 
debating the possibility of life on Uranus. "I©m 
sure there©s no life there." said  one, "It©s never 
been listed on my wife©s phone bills." 

Amiya Das 

Pooja Chinnappa 

Vandana Pandit 


