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AT A GLANCE

A. Objectives:
1. Evangelism – 

Presenting clearly the 
claims of Christ 
by various means

2. Discipleship - Church 
Planting among  
unreached people

3. Leadership   
Development – 
Informal and formal  
training for church   
planting

4. Compassion - 
Facilitating evangelism 
through community 
development programs

B. Ministry  S tatistics:
400 Church Planters &

administrative staff 
in 17 India states 

1,000 House churches
175 Bible students in 

nine training centers
4 Mercy Homes for 

children in 2 states

C. Goals for 2003
Church Planting
1. Send out 200

missionaries
2. 35 church 

buildings
3. 25 Evangelistic 

meetings in 25 
states

4. Ordain 10 
missionaries

Training
1. Train 400 

students in 16 
training centers in 
16 states of India

2. 25 seminars in   
various cities

3. A national 
consultation on 
discipleship

4. Nagpur campus 
plan – train 160 
students

Social Programs
1. Expand the 

current Mercy 
Homes to house 
more children and 
facilities

2. 2 new Mercy 
Homes

3. Start schools in 
villages

the RIMI news

Strength In The Face Of Uncertainty
By Richard Smithers

To all of our RIMI prayer and financial partners,
Greetings! As I am writing this, it has just been a couple of
weeks since my return from the land of India. Saji and
Moni are still traveling in India and will soon leave for
Germany before returning home. Since Saji has been so
busy with traveling and overseeing the work in India, he
has appointed me the task of writing the main article for
our newsletter. I want to take this chance to discuss our recent Bible school graduations.

The graduation ceremonies were held on March 22nd for our Nagpur
students and on March 29th for our remaining other campuses. Overall,
we had 164 students graduate of which 126 have been chosen to go out
into the mission field to represent RIMI. We ask that you join with us in
prayer for these new missionaries. Pray that they will have strength,
wisdom and courage to boldly preach the Gospel, some of them in areas
that will be openly hostile to the Gospel message.

Though never stated outright, we know that the students are faced with much uncertainty: how
will they and their message be received, how will they raise support and will they be up to the
enormous task they have before them. Despite these concerns, the two speakers who gave their
testimony were very enthusiastic and powerful in their messages. Though unable to understand
the exact words since they were in Hindi, it was easy to see the love and passion they have for
bringing the Gospel to the people of India. All of our students displayed a similar level of love,
passion and eagerness to go and spread the light of the Gospel amongst the spiritual darkness.

Saji gave the charge to our Nagpur students. Two charges that stand out are the charge to stay
true to the Gospel message and to stay true to your calling. The first point was that the Gospel
message should not be changed to appease local authorities or religious leaders. Nor should you
impose your own personal feelings or beliefs on the scriptures. You must speak the truth in love
and let the Lord work on people's hearts. There will also be times when you are discouraged due
to persecution and a seeming lack of progress. But throughout all, we must remain faithful to
God because God is faithful, He will stand with us and He will work out His plans in His timing!
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Sadness In The Midst Of Celebration
On March 18, 2003, India celebrated the “Holi” holiday (pronounced like
holy). This is an annual holiday that celebrates the triumph of good over
evil. The name comes from mythology. Prahlada, son of the evil king
Hiranya Kasyapu, was worshipping Lord Vishnu. The king tried to have
his son killed for worshipping Vishnu, but failed each time. Finally, the
king’s sister Holida, supposedly immune to fire, sat in the midst of a
bonfire with Prahlada. Instead of him being burned, she instead is burned
to death. Eventually, the king is destroyed and thus the triumph of a true
“Bhakta” (devotee) over evil.

During the night, large bonfires are lit to commemorate this event. The next day, people
everywhere run around throwing colored powder and water on everyone and everything. There
is a real festival atmosphere very similar to Mardi Gras. Yet in the midst of these celebrations,
there is a sadness. Many participate who have no idea of what they are celebrating and few have
ever even heard of Christ. And it is almost certain that none of those participating know Christ
as their personal savior. Once this holiday is over, caste restrictions and poverty will once again
grip the lives of the people. These people desperately need to hear the good news of Christ!

Nagpur students who gave 
testimonies at graduation

2003 Nagpur Graduating Class
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Quote of the
Month

"No one has the
right to hear the
gospel twice, while
there remains someone who
has not heard it once." --
Oswald J. Smith

Saji’s Itinerary
4/2-6 Graduates Retreat (150 people)
4/6-8 Bible School directors retreat
4/9 Leaving for Kerala by train
4/15 Leaving for States via Frankfurt
4/16-20 In various cities of Germany
4/21 Return to Chicago

Prayer For
l Travel safeties for Saji and Moni as they finish their travels 
l Wisdom from God to wisely use the resources He gives us and to 

know the direction in which He is leading RIMI
l For the graduates from the 2003 class that will be sent out into 

the unreached villages of India
l Finding and purchasing a new office building in the U.S.
l Our field missionaries as they continue to preach the Gospel

Praise For
l Safe travel to and from India for the AZ, IL, OH, and TX teams
l Allowing us to complete the Nagpur campus buildings in time for 

the dedication ceremonies
l Continued support of missionaries and children
l Support commitments made by people and home churches of  

those who have recently traveled to India
l The smooth operation of the graduations and conferences

Proud member of the Evangelical
Council for Financial Accountability

Joke of the Month
A father was reading Bible stories to his
young son. He read, "The man named Lot
was warned to take his wife and flee out of
the city, but his wife looked back and was
turned to salt."

His son asked, "What happened to the
flea?"

Challenge from the Bible
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

Colossians 3:17

Prayer Tower

Norm Anderson and Saji’s Father
dedicating Dairy Farm

Staff ApartmentsMarch 2003 Trip Team

Missionary Story
Gangadharan was born and
raised in a Hindu family. They
worshiped nearly 500 gods. As he
grew, he came to understand that
worship of these gods was in vain
as his prayers were never
answered. He had no peace or
aim in his life. When he was 20, he

met a pastor who shared with him the gospel and
gave him a New Testament to read. As he read
John 3:16, he was touched and understood that
there is only one God in  this world. He repented
of his sins and gave his life to Jesus. 

He is currently working in the district of
Mallapuram in Kerala. He has 20 people attending
the Sunday service and hopes to construct a
church hall in this area.

Bob Ancha and Regi Lukos
dedicatingPrayer Tower

Kevin James, 
Dr. Norm Anderson and 

Tom Washington dedicating
Staff Apartments

2003 Graduation Ceremony

Campus Bridge

Dairy Farm

Pastor’s Conference

Gangadharan and
Vishalakshmi P.K.

Current Campus Construction Projects
2nd Boy’s Dorm - #5B ($68,000), Hospital - #8 ($176,000), 

Technical Facility - #13 ($165,000)

Bob Ancha and Missionary
Purushottam Bawane

dedicating Campus Bridge


