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This year the
board meeting
was held at
Stonebriar
Community
Church in
Frisco, TX.

Mark Fortney and the team hosted a RIMI
banquet and the board meeting. Thank
you Mark and the church.

Missions Moments : Your Money and Missions
Rev. Saji Lukos

“Missions is a losing proposition.” (Dr.Mark Young,DTS, Dallas)
This is very true.To reach out to people, in different ways, takes
your time, energy and resources. But you obey both the Great
commandment and the Great Commission of Christ.When we
obey,God acts upon it and then missions becomes a winning
proposition.People are touched,comforted,empowered and saved for God's glory.

Unfortunately,passion for evangelism and missions is somehow lacking among
Christians. They are preoccupied by the burdens of life and struggles of various
ideologies. More activities at home and work leave no time for outreach,and less
money for missions. George Verwer,the founder of OM,recently shared that people
are not giving sacrificially for missions. Thus churches are forced to cut down the
missions giving budget.Sometimes our giving is not really intentional and strategic

in reaching the unreached.About 5.6% of
Christian’s income went to foreign missions. Only
0.36% of this went to sharing the gospel with
the 1.2 billion people in the least evangelized
world (Exploring World Mission p.76).If missions
is the heart beat of God,then why are we not

obeying Him? Let us look at the following facts and suggestions.

A. Our huge problem - Financial Bondage. Christian families are in financial
bondage.We spend $1.29 for each dollar that we earn,only 40% pay off credit
cards monthly,debt is the number one reason for marriage conflict,90% of
bankruptcies are due to credit cards, many people never balance their checkbook,
37% of evangelical Christians did not tithe in 2001 - more interest was paid to
banks and credit card companies. If we all paid tithes,91 billion dollars could have
been used for God's agenda.These are some shocking facts!

B. Our Solution - Obey God's teachings. We must recognize that God,the creator
of all things,wants us to enjoy Him by setting us free from all bondage by obeying
His Word.God owns everything and He gives gifts and wealth to us to enjoy and
share with others.We are not the owners, but just stewards and managers. Love
of money is the root of all evils (1 Timothy 6:9-10).Money is the means but not
the master! We should never put out trust in money,but use it for good works
(1 Timothy 6:17-19).Never be arrogant and proud with our abundance.This is sin.

C. Our impact - role in missions. "From everyone who has been given much,much
will be demanded;and from the one who has been entrusted with much,much
more will be asked." (Luke 12:48) We are blessed to bless others-to proclaim His
salvation among the nations (Psalm 67:2).Are you obeying God with your finances?
Do you give sacrificially to your local church,community needs and world missions
as an act of obedience? Not out of pressure or emotions, but with joy as an act
of love and submission.You will never regret your decision made before God.
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Every year RIMI
tries to conduct
a number of
promotional
banquets with
the help of
friends in various states. This year the
first banquet was held at Stonebriar
Church on January 23rd. Thank you
Stonebriar for your partnership.

RIMI Board Meeting in Dallas

Saji Lukos
had the
privilege to
meet with
most of the
Indian

students (tomorrow’s leaders in India and
beyond) at Dallas Theological Seminary.
This meeting was organized by Rajesh
Sebastian, one of the former faculty
members of RIMI.

Saji was the
keynote
speaker at
Lake Morton
Community
Church for
their missions conference held Feb. 4-8.
Thank you church for the opportunity.

Board members with Chuck and
Cynthia Swindoll

RIMI Banquet in Dallas at S tonebriar

Moni with Lake Morton believers

Tomorrow’ s Indian Leaders at DTS



“I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,”

Romans 9:2-3

Proud member of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability

Saji’s Itinerary
Feb. 29 Christ Church, Lake Forest, IL
Mar 5-6 South Border District EFCA, AZ
Mar 11-Apr 18 Graduation, and travel to
various states of India

MINISTRY
AT A GLANCE

A. Objectives:
1. Evangelism – 

Presenting clearly the 
claims of Christ 
by various means

2. Discipleship - Church 
Planting among  
unreached people

3. Leadership   
Development – 
Informal and formal  
training for church   
planting

4. Compassion - 
Facilitating evangelism 
through community 
development programs

B. Ministry S tatistics:
530 Church Planters &

administrative staff 
in 20 India states 

375 Students in 16 schools
1,000 House churches
7 Mercy Homes for 

children in 3 states

C. Goals for 2004
Church Planting
Send out 250 missionaries
and plant 1,000 house 
churches

Training
650 students in 19 
schools and conduct 25 
national seminars

Social Programs
Expand the compassion 
ministry with more 
orphanages, clinics, and 
village schools
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One
Church

Can
Make a

Difference

Dr Job's Mission To The Persecuted Church Inc reports that
on Sept. 6, 2003, Brother P.J. Thomas (working with New
India Evangelistic Association) was conducting the Sunday
worship when a gang of approximately 60 people entered
the house and compelled the believers to eat food that had
been offered to a Hindu deity. When the believers refused,
they were threatened and the mob went out and smashed
the cycles that belonged to the believers and went away.
When the worship was over, P.J., his family and some of the
women who had attended the service were walking
towards another village. On the way, they were stopped by the mob and
attacked. They beat P.J. mercilessly. He and his family had to walk 8 km. to the
nearest village for help. Two days later, he was taken to a hospital.It was
detected that his kidneys had been damaged in the assault. He has now been
taken to Kerala and is undergoing dialysis.

Non-Christians Finding the T ruth and Obeying in Baptism

New believers getting ready for BaptismThe growing local church

Pastor Mudi and his church meet
in a cramped house - Thank you Bridgeway
Community Church in Fishers, IN for your

partnership

Earnestly Pray for the Persecuted Christians

This year, by faith, RIMI will be establishing 4
new Bible schools in Jammu and Kashmir,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh. It
takes only $1,500 a month to train 25 students.
This includes rent, administration and faculty.

Will you or your church adopt the district of Saraikela in Jharkhand state?
Facts: 800,000 People; 8 Townships; Christians - 0.98%. Our goals is to have a church
in every township. It costs $480 per month to support 8 missionary families. You
can help build a church hall with parsonage for $5,000-$7,000. Will you help?

Adopt a T raining Center for Just $1,500 per month


